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daring, off-hand, unwarrantable assertions. Some most
important materials, indeed, there were, accessible to this
ingenious writer, in printed books; but neither he nor
the author* whom he has followed for his facts, have ever
looked at these memorials. If it can be proved to demon-
stration, that Mr. Macaulay,in his very first mention of
Sir Elijah Impey, couples his name with what is slander-
ous, and has assumed a character for him in his boy-
hood which is utterly false, there will be little credit left
to cement the structure which he raises on such a
foundation.
" Let him in nought be trusted,
For speaking false in that."
Assuming my own name and person, in the execution
of a filial duty, I therefore commence with the com-
mencement of my father's career, and shall attempt to
bring it to a close with brevity and truth.
In the male line, Sir Elijah sprang from that middle
class of society, which, in this commercial land, has sup-
plied so many able lawyers and enlightened statesmen.
He was the third and youngest son of Elijah Impey, Esq.,
of Butterwick House, Hammersmith, by his second wife,
Martha Fraser.    He was born at Hammersmith, on the
13th of June, 1732,and was baptised in St. Paul's Chapel,
in the parish of Fulham, on the 24th of June, as appears
by the parish register.f His father, like many of his pre-
decessors, was a merchant, engaged in various traffic, but
chiefly connected with the East India and South Sea trade.
He died in 1750, and was buried in the family vault at
Hammersmith, as recorded on a monument erected against
the inner wall, on the north-west side of the church. J?rbni
this commercial connection, my father's mind was, at an
early period, familiarised with Eastern affairs. His mother
was nearly related to the noble Scottish family of Lovat,
being the daughter of James Fraser, LL.D.    Dr. Fraser
was author of a Life of Nadir Shah, held an official
situation in  Chelsea  Hospital,  and   was   uncle   to
Amelia,  Baroness  in  her  own  right, and  married,
in the strange manner recorded in history, to Simon,
*&e twelfth Lord Lovat, beheaded for the part he had
* Mr. MBL
f See Lysoa's Environs of London*